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SECURITY AND RELATED ACTIVITIES (CONTROL) AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Receipt and First Reading 

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Jon Ford (Minister for Regional Development), read 
a first time. 

Second Reading 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Regional Development) [5.08 pm]:  I move - 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Security and Related Activities (Control) Act 1996 has operated effectively since 1997 and has resulted in a 
greater level of control of the security and related industries by instigating a comprehensive licensing and 
regulatory regime.  However, as would be expected in such industries as these, and the environments within 
which they operate, the circumstances that existed in 1997 are in many ways different from those that now exist.  
Over time, practical operational issues have been identified in the legislation by both Western Australia Police 
and the industry as a whole.  In this regard, the Security and Related Activities (Control) Act has been subject to 
an internal review by Western Australia Police that encompassed public and industry consultation, a national 
competition policy review into the whole act and a separate review of a proposal that unarmed bodyguards be 
licensed, and specific recommendations by the Kennedy Royal Commission Into Whether There Has Been Any 
Corrupt or Criminal Conduct by Western Australian Police Officers.  Additionally, common issues in the 
security industry at the national level have been raised and discussed at the Ministerial Council for Police and 
Emergency Management.  This bill brings together a range of major reforms and minor administrative changes 
resulting from those reviews and recommendations of the council.   
The major reforms include the ability to prescribe by regulation disqualifying offences that will apply across the 
whole of the security and related industries.  Disqualifying offences are serious criminal convictions that 
preclude persons convicted of any such offences from applying for or continuing to hold a licence under the act.  
Requirements will enable all applicants and licensees to be fingerprinted, which can be compared with or put 
into a forensic database within the meaning of the Criminal Investigation (Identifying People) Act 2002.  The 
reforms include also the creation of an additional security licence for unarmed security bodyguards, and the 
current drug testing regime that presently applies to crowd controllers and crowd control agents will be expanded 
to include security officers who are endorsed to carry a baton or a firearm.  Provisions will clarify that a code of 
conduct can be prepared that will apply across all licensees, irrespective of whether the licensees are members of 
the relevant industry associations, which is currently the case.  The appointment of compliance officers will be 
provided for the purposes of investigating offences against the act and its supporting regulations.  The major 
reforms include also the introduction of a 100-point proof-of-identity requirement for all persons who apply for a 
licence.  They include an increase in the fines in the legislation for the commission of serious offences by 
individuals from the current maximum of $10 000 to a maximum of $15 000.  They also include an increase in 
the fines prescribed in the legislation for serious offences committed by bodies corporate from the current 
maximum of $20 000 to a maximum of $75 000.   
Additionally, the bill further empowers the licensing officers under the act to require additional information from 
applicants when the officers consider that such information is needed and the applicant has resided in another 
country in the preceding five years or has been away from Australia in other countries for more than 12 months 
in the preceding five years.  This includes information pertaining to a person’s criminal history from such places, 
and the purpose of their visit, where relevant.  This type of information, along with other forms of criminal 
intelligence, is of great assistance in preventing from obtaining a licence under the act persons who may have 
resided in or travelled to countries that have terrorist elements and have potentially become involved in terrorist 
training or some other form of involvement with such organisations.   
It is the government’s view that the bill will greatly improve the regulation of the security and related industries 
and, as a result, will be a great benefit to the general public.  However, in recognition that these industries 
operate in a fluid environment and require ongoing and quality policy advice, the government has established the 
Security Industry Advisory Council.  Its purpose is to provide quality advice to the Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services on all issues impacting upon the security, inquiry investigations and crowd control 
industries in Western Australia.  The membership of the council includes an independent chairperson, a nominee 
of the Commissioner of Police, security and related industry representatives, a consumer and community 
representative, and a member to represent employees who work in the security and related industries. 

It is significant to note that at the first meeting of the council, which was held on 18 September 2007, the main 
issue it wished to advance as soon as practicable was the progression of this bill in Parliament.  Therefore, the 
bill has broad industry support.  Upon enactment, the act will significantly reform and improve the security and 
related industries and will result in a greater level of protection for the public of Western Australia.   
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I commend the bill to the house.   
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


